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Northeastern Massachusetts Law

Enforcement Council

Special Weapons and Tactics Team

(SWAT)

ChiefMichael R. Begonis Lt. Stephen Chaput Sgt. Patrick Towle
Control Omcer Commanding Oliicer Oiiicer-in-Charge
Wilmington Police Dept. Dracut Police Dept. Bedford Police Dept.

TO: Lt. Stephen Chaput SWAT Commander

FROM: Sgt. Patrick Towle SWAT OIC

RE: SWAT Callout Mill St. Wobum

On Saturday March 23, 2013 the NEMLEC SWAT Team was activated to assist the Wobum
Police Department with sewing a high risk search warrant. The team was instructed to stage at

the Stoneham Police Department at 0430 hours. Upon my arrival at the staging area I met with
Det. Angelo Piazza of the Wobum Police Department, Det. Piazza informed me that he and
members of the Southem Middlesex Regional Drug Task Force had conducted a narcotics

investigation into the residents at-Mill Street Wobum and as a result of the investigation
had obtained a knock and announce search warrant docket number ut of
Wobum District Court.

Detective Piazza indicated that the targets of the investigation,
ad made numerous sales of cocaine and

mariiuana out of the apartment on Mill Street to a reliable confidential informant. A third
resident of the apartment, ad been observed by the RCI to

be in possession of-a handgun in the past while at the apartment. Det. Piazza also informed me

that both
`

had made recent inquires to the RCI about purchasing guns.

According to Det. Piazza, Femandez's girlfriend also lives at

-Mill Street. ~

After having Det. Piazza and Sgt. Heller (pre-raid intelligence) brief the team on the case

background, the team leaders and vehicle operators conducted a reconnaissance drive by of the

target address.

Upon completion of the reconnaissance drive by an operational plan was developed. The plan
called for both the Alpha and Bravo teams to stop short of the target location and move on foot

along the 2 side of the home to a rear porch on the 2/3 corner. The porch/deck would lead to

the targets two exterior doors. The plan called for the Alpha Team to be the primary entry team,
breaching the door into the kitchen. The Bravo Team would breach and hold on the second door



/. which led into _bedroom The Delta Team along with responding NEMLEC K-9's

would secure the perimeter. A Sierra Unit would provide an over watch for the entry teams.

After making the team assignments and briefing the operational plan the teams separated
and met individually with their team leaders. The following team assignments were made.

The Alpha Team consisted of the following operators.
1. Heller - ID target door

2. Frechette - MP5

3. DiChiara - MP5

4. Max -Taser

5. Fay-TL

6. Saia ATL, Taser

7. 0'Leary - Shield

8. Dicker - Ram

9. Det. Norton Stoneham PD - Driver, White Van

/'

The Bravo Team consisted of the following operators.
1. Gualtieri - shield

2. McCarthy- Handgun, Halogen ;
»

3. Shackelford -'Long Arm

4. Seamans - Ram

5. Wvolo - TL

6. Keins- Handgun, Fire Extinguisher

7. Cogswell - Long Arm, Taser
n

B. Bourque - Driver, Blue Van

9. Herrera - CNT

The Delta Team consisted of the following operators.
'

1. Callahan - Long Arm

2. Fuller - Long Arm

 3. Noonan - Long Arm
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4. Surrette - Long Arm

5. Troiano -TL

6. Vaglica - Long Arm

7. McDonough - ATL

8. Ricci- CNT, Driver Bearcat

Sierra Unit - Operator Dorsey

After the teams met individually they were brought together to conduct several rehearsals of

the dismount and entry. A final inspection was conducted and the teams loaded up into the

assigned vans and headed to a forward staging area located at the Unicom Golf Course. At 0600

hours the teams moved out over a predetermined route to the target location. Just prior to the

teams deployment Sierra 1 was deployed just off Washington Street so that he could provide an

over watch for the entry teams. Once the team reached the house the vans stopped just prior to

the target address and the teams dismounted. A stack was formed and the teams moved on

foot traveling to the left side (2) of the house before ascending a stairway on the 2/3 comer of

the house to the rear porch. The Alpha and Bravo Teams traveled to the target door which was

identified by Sgt. Heller. Once the teams were set up on their designated doors Sgt. Fay
knocked and announced the police presence twice. After approximately 30 seconds the order

was given to breach and the teams made entry. The Alpha Team made entry into the kitchen,
then moved to the first bedroom off the hallway where as located and cuffed

by Operators Keins and Frechette without incident. was located in the second

bedroom and handcuffed by Operators O'Leary and Max. e Bravo Team after breaching made

entry into the bedroom/living room where d ocated,

Operators Seamans handcuffed -'idOperator McCarthy handcuffed Femandez

without incident.

After securing all the suspects and conducting a secondary search the apartment was turned

over to the Wobum Detectives. The team then retumed to the Stoneham Police Department
where the operation was debriefed. The team was then dismissed; the hours of the operation
were 0400 - 0800 hours.
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SWAT-CNT-K9-IMAT

ATTENDANCE SHEET

EVENT: WOBURN WARRANT DATE: 03-23-2013 TIMES: 0400 - 0800
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