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Northeastern Massachusetts Law

Enforcement Council

Special Weapons and Tactics Team

(SWAT)

ChiefMichael R. Begonis Lt. Stephen Chaput Sgt. Patrick Towle

Control Oflicer Commanding Odicer OHicer-in-Charge
Wilmington Police Dept. Dracut Police Dept. Bedford Police Dept.

TO: Lt. Stephen Chaput SWAT Commander

FROM: Sgt. Patrick Towle SWAT OIC

RE: SWAT Callout 

On Friday NEMLEC was activated to assist the Amesbury
Police Department with serving a high risk seardw warrant. The team was instructed to stage at

'Friend Street, in the rear at 1500 hours. As the team was staging in Amesbury, Sgt. Fay, Lt.

Vivolo and I attended an operational briefing at the Salisbury Police Department.

Detective Sgt. Anthony King of the Salisbury Police Department stated that the Salisbury and

Amesbury Police Departments had been involved in a month long narcotics investigation that

involved suspects from both communities. As a result of the investigation the Salisbury Police

Department had obtained a search warrant for a three family home at'CentraI~Avenue and

the Amesbu Police Department had obtained a no knock search warrant for hitehall

Road Bldgipt. 'The operational plan called for both warrants to be serve

simultaneously.

After clearing the Salisbury Police Department we staged at the Amesbury Police Department
where we met with Detective Lt. Jeff Worthen and Detective Matthew Cunningham. Det.

Cunningham stated that he had ob ined a no knock search warrant out of Newburyport District

Court, docket number r-Nhitehall Road Bldg.'pt 'hewarrant had

been obtained after a month long narcotics investigation (heroin, Suboxen). The targets of the

investi ation were 6'4' 280lbs. nd his girlfrien
Det. unmng am indicated tha has a violent criminal hr ory w rc

include charges of Possession of a Firearm without a D Card, A&B Dangerous Weapon (brick)
and carrying a Dangerous Weapon (Butterfly Knife). Det. Cunningham also indicated that hi

conlidential informant had observed numerous swords and knives scattered aroun

apartment. Det. Cunningham also informed me that he had also received information from the

conlidential informant that-rad a sawed off shotgun at one point.

The target Iocation'Nhitehall Road Building. a large three story apartment building
containing approximately thirty, one and two bedroom apartments. Apartment number 'Nas



, located on the first Hoor of building'n the three/four corner. After the team leaders and

vehicle operators had conducted a surveillance drive by of the target location an operational
plan was formed.

The operational plan called for the Alpha team (primary entry team) to make entry into the

main entrance of buiIding'n side one, travel the length of the building via the hallway and

set up on the targets apartment door. The Bravo team would exit the van on the two side of the

building and then stadc up on the two/three corner and provide perimeter security and

secondary breach team. Once in position the Bravo team would deploy a diversionary device

outside the suspect's apartment, which would initiates the Alpha team's breach. The Delta team

would exit the Bearcat immediately behind the Alpha team and proceed down the outside wall

of the four side providing perimeter security. Marksman Dorsey would deploy with the Bravo

team and would provide an over watch to the teams. _

After briefing the team on the operation, individual team assignments were given;

Alpha Team -

grey van, driver (CNT member) Scharnick

1. Dichlara - Hands Free

2. Dicker - Ram

3. Max-hands Free

4. Frechette - ATL

5. Cogswell - Less Lethal, Taser

6. Fay -TL

f 7. Shell - Shotgun
8. Scotina - Lang arm

9. Saia - Long arm

10. Gualtieri -Taser

11. Rego - Long Arm

Bravo Team -white,van, driver (CNT member) Foley
1. McCarth - ATL, Long Arm

2. Vaglica - Long Arm

3. Shackelford - Diversionary Device, Handgun
4. Vivolo -TL

5. Noonan - Less Lethal

6. Keins - ram

7. Bourque - Halogen
8. Dorsey - Marksman

1;
,_

Delta team - Bearcat, driver Callahan

1. Fuller-TL

2. Surrett - Long Arm

3. Palmer - K-9

4. Callahan - Long arm

5. Banosian - Long Arm

" After the teams met separately to cover individual assignments the team leaders indicated
that they were set to move out to the target location. At approximately 1647 hours the teams
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set out on a pre-determined route t§_the target l_ocation. The order of movement for the

vehicles was Alpha, Bravo, and Delta. Once the teams were in place the order was given to

deploy the diversionary device. Once the diversionary device was deployed by Operator
Shackelford the Alpha team made entry, once insi emale suspect as taken into

custody in the living room. The male suspect, as encountere y Alpha team

members exiting a rear bedroom and advancing towards the kitchen area. In plain view in the

kitchen was a large knife on the kitchen table, there was also a secondary exit door in the

kitchen area. Operators DiChiara and Max gave numerous verbal commands to get
down but the commands were ignored. Believing tha ould be attempting to arm

himself with knife or flee out the door Operators DiChiara and Max performed an arm bar take

down on-Once on the groun ntinued to resist, but was eventually
handcuffed. During the course of being taken into custod ustained a small cut on

his face from coming in contact with the kitchen floor. Me ical aid was immediately provided to

->ythe Amesbury Fire dept. _

After conducting a secondary search of the apartment the apartment and suspects were

tumed over to the Amesbury PD. The team then cleared the scene and returned to the staging
area, and a de-brief of the operation was conducted. The team was then dismissed. The hours

of the operation were 1400 - 1900 hours.
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SWAT - CNT - K9 - IMAT

ATTENDANCE SHEET

EVENT: DATE: TIMES
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1-Fole Brian

Herrera Armand

Hi inbottom Mark SGT

Peaslee David

Post Gre

Schamrck Sean

Sed :ck Davld

Hamn John

Palmer Enc

Tsoukalas Mark

Pa sedero Joe

Kmne Bnan

Peladeau Core

Toum an Sl I8

Fo Mlke

Prcallo Al

Polston Mrke

Rocclcone Brett

Amold Scott

B art Tom

Buckle VW|l|am

Cassld Shane

Chrsholm Glenn

D ostlno Phrl

Davis Damlen

Doole Shern

Duflill John

Eldnd e Frank

Fole Mlke

Gnftln Mlchael

Keefe Bnan

Landers Rlchard

Mondalto Jamre

RICCIO James

Rrendeau Dan

Rudol h Mark

R an Chnsto her

Scaidn Jeff

Schollz W|II|am

Srmonds Davnd

S lnosa Davld

Thlbodeau JOSe h
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